
 

 

The National Crime Prevention Council announces the 
availability of FREE crime prevention tools for local law 
enforcement! Let McGruff help your community step up 
its efforts to educate residents of all ages about how to 
stay safe from crime! 
 
The National Crime Prevention Council (NCPC) has  
developed 12 rapid response public service announcements 
(PSAs) for radio and outreach tools (a flier, poster, and palm 
card) to supplement them. Each PSA addresses timely topics. 
These PSAs and outreach tools can be used by the media and 
law enforcement to respond quickly to a community crime 
situation with proven prevention tips. PSA and outreach tool 
topics include 

• Burglary 
• Fraud  
• Home invasion 
• Internet crime 
• Report a crime 
• School violence for kids and adults  
• Crime against seniors 
• Sexual assault  
• Theft for adults and kids  
• Workplace crime 

The tools were produced  in partnership with the Bureau of 
Justice Assistance (BJA), Office of Justice Programs, U.S.  
Department of Justice. The radio spots were created by IKA 
Collective and distributed by the Ad Council.  
 
Download the PSAs and outreach tools for FREE here! 

Rapid Response Outreach Tools 
Now Available! 

McGruff in Communities 

McGruff events are year 
round, but soon enough it 
will be “event season.” As 
the weather gets warmer 
and people begin to plan 
spring and summer events, 
you will be getting more 
calls from local churches, 
Neighborhood Watch 

groups, etc. Be prepared for 
them. NCPC staff forwards 
your contact information upon  
request to local community  
members. Here are a few 
events/dates that generate re-
quests for appearances by 
McGruff   

• St. Patrick’s Day—
March 17 

• Bring Your Child to 
Work Day—April 24  

• Company Picnics  
There will be others, but 
these are worth keeping in 
mind. Good luck and “Take 
A Bite Out Of Crime®.”  
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How To Order NCPC  
Publications  
When you are planning your next 
event, remember that NCPC has a 
wealth of free publications. NCPC 
publications can help! Order NCPC 
materials by visiting the McGruff 
Store or calling 800-NCPC-911. 
 
Featured Publication 
NCPC’s newest Crime Prevention  
Research Digest is entitled Video 
Games and Violence. The Digest is  
available online. Larger quantities 
can be ordered by visiting the 
McGruff Store or by calling 800-
NCPC-911. 
 
NEW McGruff Specialty  
Products Catalog  
Need a coloring book on  
neighborhood safety, bicycle safety 
stickers, or a bag for all of those 
crime prevention publications? 
Visit the McGruff Specialty  
Products Office to find these items 
and more ways to help support  
local crime prevention efforts. 

National Crime 
Prevention 

Council 
www.ncpc.org 

McGruff Network Staff 
 

Jeff Broderson 
Program Associate 

Community Outreach  
202-261-4136 

Would you like us to  
highlight your McGruff 
event? Email the details to  
jbroderson@ncpc.org. 

If you have received this newsletter in error or do not with to receive it anymore, please email jbroderson@ncpc.org.  
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News From Around the Nation 
 
U.S. Recession Fuels Crime Rise, Police Chiefs 
Say 
Police chiefs in the United States say the economic 
downturn is fueling a rise in crime and warn that 
cuts to their budgets could handcuff their efforts to 
tackle it, according to a recent report. Of 233 police 
agencies surveyed by the Police Executive Research 
Forum, a Washington-based law enforcement or-
ganization, 44 percent reported a rise in certain 
types of crime they attributed to the United States' 
worst economic and financial crisis in decades. 

Gangs Blamed For 80 Percent of U.S. Crime  
As many as 1 million gang members are believed 
responsible for as much as 80 percent of crime in 
America—and the gangs are spreading across the 
country, according to a U.S. Justice Department 
gang threat assessment. 

Work-at-home Scams On the Rise 
Spam e-mails trying to take advantage of worried 
job-seekers were up by at least 500 percent in the 
last month—compared to a 40 percent rise for all 
spam, according to Proofpoint, an email security 
vendor in Sunnyvale, CA. More of these messages 
are escaping spam traps and landing in people's 
inboxes. The authors use legitimate sounding     
language and  link to respectable websites, which 
can fool automated spam filters. 

Police Using Gun Database To Fight Crime 
Orlando police have a new plan to catch violent 
criminals. They're now using a gun database similar 
to a DNA database to track down guns used in 
crimes and the people who pulled the trigger. The 
police have already had some success with it. The 
Orlando-based Florida Department of Law Enforce-
ment lab matched up a cartridge casing used in a 
homicide in January to another gun crime in Orange 
County. 
 

News From NCPC  
 
National Crime Prevention Council Applauds 
Holder's Confirmation  
The National Crime Prevention Council issued a 
statement applauding the confirmation of Eric H. 
Holder, Jr., to be attorney general of the United 
States. Attorney General Holder has an extraordinary 
record of public service as exemplified by his previ-
ous positions as federal prosecutor, a trial judge, the 
U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia, and dep-
uty U. S. attorney general. During his tenure at the 
U.S. Department of Justice he was a strong propo-
nent of crime prevention initiatives at every level of 
government.  

Philadelphia Police Kick Off A New Burglary 
Prevention Program  
The Philadelphia Police Department, Office of     
Violence and Victim Services, held a press            
conference on February 6 to announce the launch of 
a burglary prevention public education campaign. In 
association with The National Crime Prevention 
Council, the Philadelphia Police Department enacted 
an effort to reduce burglaries in the city. 
 
February Catalyst Newsletter Online  
Check out this month’s Catalyst newsletter for the 
most recent crime prevention news and resources. 
You can also sign up to receive Catalyst by email. 
 
Join McGruff and NCPC on Facebook!  
If you have a Facebook profile, show your support 
for NCPC by becoming a fan and joining others who 
want to make our communities safe from crime. You 
can also join and donate to NCPC causes including 
Delete Cyberbullying, Prevent School Violence, or 
Prevent Dating Violence.   
 
NCPC Blog Update 
NCPC has posted more than 300 crime prevention 
blogs on emerging trends since July 2006. Blogs 
cover a wide variety of crime prevention topics. 
Check them out.  
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